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In 1988 a small group of individuals came together to create an online educational network 
that had as its purpose: “to enable young people to undertake projects designed to make a 
meaningful contribution to the health and welfare of the planet and its people.”  Envisioning 
a world in which young people could use technology to collaborate to change the world, these 
educators sought to harness the power of the Internet for good.

In 2015, iEARN (International Education and Resource Network), now with organizations in 140 
countries and linking millions of young people daily in online collaboration and engagement, 
has launched a major effort to mobilize its global network and other global education partners 
to realize the world’s new 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a set of targets relating 
to future international development.  See http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
sustainable-development-goals for a full list of the SDGs and the targets of each.

Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture
Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and promote lifelong learning
Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 6: Ensure access to water and sanitation for all
Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
Goal 8: Promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth, employment and decent work for 
all
Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization and foster 
innovation
Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries
Goal 11: Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources
Goal 15: Sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land 
degradation, halt biodiversity loss
Goal 16: Promote just, peaceful and inclusive societies
Goal 17: Revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development

In August 2015, iEARN also updated its “New Project Template” so that when an educator 
proposes a project, s/he will have an opportunity to include how their project proposal aligns 
with one or more of the Sustainable Development Goals.  See page 15 for a copy of the updated 
template.

Between 2000 and 2015, the world sought to meet the Millennium Development Goals with 
real, but limited success.  To successfully reach the new Sustainable Development Goals, it 
will be important for organizations to work together.  iEARN looks forward to collaborating with 
other educational networks, youth groups and community and faith-based organizations to 
attain these critical Goals.

Educators who are facilitating or participating in iEARN projects are encouraged to review the 
SDGs to see how their students’ participating in iEARN project activities can help in achieving 
one or more of the SDGs and their 169 targets.  Listed to the right are just a few examples of 
how iEARN projects can be aligned to the SDGs. 
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FINDING SOLUTIONS 
TO HUNGER

NATURAL DISASTER 
YOUTH SUMMIT

GIRLS RISING

OUR RIVERS, OUR 
WORLD

SOLAR COOKING 
PROJECT

DON’T WASTE - 
CREATE

OUR FOOTPRINTS, 
OUR FUTURE

BEAUTY OF THE 
BEASTS

FUTURE CITIZENS

iEARN AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Finding Solutions to Hunger Project (p. 39) in which students explore the root causes of hunger 
and identify specific local and global actions they can take to address them.  [Goal 1: End poverty 
in all its forms everywhere and Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition 
and promote sustainable agriculture]

Natural Disaster Youth Summit (p. 36) in which students learn how to cope with natural disasters 
such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, wildfires, floods, hurricanes, landslides, tsunamis, and 
droughts through communication and collaboration with global friends. [Goal 3: Ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages; Goal 11: Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable; and Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts]

Girls Rising Project (p. 32) in which students watch the movie “Girl Rising,” discuss the obstacles 
girls face globally in getting a quality education and then take action to break down these 
obstacles. [Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and promote lifelong learning 
and Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls]

Our Rivers, Our World Project (p. 51) in which students test the quality of the water in rivers in 
their communities worldwide, compare the results and take action to identify the source of and 
reduce the harmful elements in their nearby waterways. [Goal 6: Water and Sanitation for All and 
Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources]

Solar Cooking Project (p. 48) in which students research the issues of deforestation and benefits 
of solar cooking for both forests and healthier lives without smoke. [Goal 7: Affordable and 
Sustainable Energy]

Don’t Waste - Create Project (p. 49) in which students create awareness to avoid litter and save 
resources, including through up-cycling, water conservation, and urban gardening. [Goal 12: 
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns]

OF2 - Our Footprints, Our Future Project (p. 46) in which youth from around the world use online 
tools and calculators to measure their carbon footprint and mobilize others to participate in 
creating a healthy, sustainable environment. [Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate 
change and its impacts]

Beauty of the Beasts Project (p. 25) in which students to capture the grandeur and magnificence 
of animals indigenous to their areas through original artwork and poetry. [Goal 15: Sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation, halt biodiversity loss]

Future Citizen Project (p. 19) in which students research rights and duties of citizens, and themes 
such as tolerance and freedom, civic responsibilities and engagement. [Goal 16: Promote just, 
peaceful and inclusive societies]


