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Vice Chairperson
Yoshie Naya

The vision of a 'Natural Disaster Youth Summit' was born amongst close friends at small
Chinese restaurant in Kobe, Japan in August 2003. At first, we were a little bit hesitant and
unsure how to start and implement our ideas because the theme was so large in scope and
importance. We could not help asking ourselves, "How far can we go with this?" Since we
citizens of Kobe experienced a devastating earthquake in 1995, we felt that we had to do
something; every member of the global community is at risk from some natural disaster. The
10th commemorative year of the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake was coming soon in January of
2005.

Taking a leap of faith we set sail into the sea. Knowing that human beings can not stop
natural disasters, we take hope and courage in the reality that we can reduce the damaging
results of these powerful displays of nature. By collecting and sharing each other's wisdom
and experiences, we will be better prepared to survive natural disasters physically, mentally
and spiritually.

Strong in our convictions, we overcame many obstacles and officially initiated the 'Natural
Disaster Youth Summit 2005' as an iIEARN project in September 2004. Without the wonderful
support of the Hyogo Prefectural Government, Hyogo Board of Education, Hyogo
International Association, Kobe Municipal government, Akashi Kaikyo National Park,
UNICEF, UNESCO, JICA and iEARN and JEARN members, we could not possible convene
this wonderful conference. We extend deep gratitude for your commitment to our project.

We also sincerely thank those who have generously volunteered 1000's of hours

of time and energy, the companies who have given financial assistance, and many individual
donors. Our project is supported by countless numbers of people. Without you 'NDYS 2005
would not be happening.

I am thankful to all of you from the bottom of my heart. This project will live on long
after the Natural Disaster Youth Summit 2005 in Hyogo prefecture. The young people
attending will return to their countries as spokesmen/women who will educate their fellow
citizens.

Although natural disasters cannot be stopped, we trust that today's children and youth
will overcome the difficulties ahead. Together in unity and mutual respect with friends from
around the planet Earth they will live with hope, strength and courage.

We appreciate your continued support of NDYS.
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