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2010 NDYS Turkiye Announcement
CHILDREN SPEAK OUT ON CLIMATE
CHANGE AND DISASTER REDUCTION
on August 23-29 2010.
Conference website：
http://www.ndysturkiye.com/

The Natural Disaster Youth Summit (NDYS) is one of the projects of iEARN (International Education and
Resource Network) whose aim is to provide international cooperation among youths for environmental
subjects without seeking profit.
In this project, children have the opportunity to learn, through the communication and collaboration with
global friends, the importance of human lives and how to cope with natural disasters such as earthquakes,
volcanic eruptions, wildfires, floods, hurricanes, landslides, tsunamis, droughts and so on.
6th NDYS 2010 International conference will be held in Bursa, Turkey and its theme is : " Climate
Change and Disaster Reduction ". Children can make a difference in the world.
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Getting ready for the worst part.

The densely populated Bangladeshi capital of Dhaka, which lies
dangerously close to a major fault line, comprises thousands of shoddily
engineered buildings at risk of collapse in a powerful earthquake, experts
warn.
Almost 80,000 buildings would be destroyed if a six magnitude tremor
originated beneath Dhaka, according to a government study. A 7.5-magnitude
shake from the Madhupur Fault, 140km away, would kill 130,000 people
This is how does the city look

instantly and cause structural damage worth US$1.1 billion.

everyday.
"Dhaka will be hit by a major earthquake in the future, but nobody knows exactly when. It could happen any time.
It could happen tomorrow or in 50 years," said Mir M Ali, professor and chairman of the structures division at the
University of Illinois School of Architecture. Bangladesh recently topped the 2010 Natural Disasters Index, compiled by
the Maplecroft research group.
Tectonic plate activity beneath Bangladesh has a lot of people worried and the Department of Geology at Dhaka
University says the city is moving 30.6mm a year. "If something happens, it will cause a major catastrophe. People will
be killed, infrastructure will be destroyed," Ali said by telephone from Dhaka during a recent visit.
However, Ahsan Zakir, director-general of the government's Disaster Management Bureau, said the government
was slowly but surely getting the city and its people in shape to respond to an earthquake."We are preparing volunteers
and we are looking to buy some equipment for search and rescue, search cameras, scavengers, locator systems," he
said. "We are raising public awareness. We are doing workshops as a continuing process and training volunteers. We
have already trained 1,000 volunteers and there will be 60,000."
The UN Development Programme in Bangladesh has contributed $40 million for disaster preparedness activities
that will begin in August.
The prevalence of "soft-storey" buildings on shaky foundations above garages or open commercial spaces
poses a significant problem.
"They are often built with a garage in the lower floor, and then you have an apartment complex above. This
creates a very weak storey at the ground level," Ali said.The Dhaka metropolitan area has a population of 13 million,
growing at about 4.2 percent a year, all crammed into 300 sqkm.
Unplanned urbanization and construction are rife, and most structures are non-engineered. Developers often
ignore building regulations to cut costs.
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"The problem is the way Dhaka has grown over the last 50 years. Unplanned urbanization and construction of
buildings have not followed regulations. It's a very risky way to build," said Dilruba Haider of the Bangladesh Disaster
Preparedness Centre.
With the city so densely packed, responding to emergencies is difficult - as evidenced this month when a fire
ripped through apartment blocks, killing up to 150 people as rescue workers struggled to navigate the narrow streets.
There have also been a number of building collapses in Dhaka recently, including on 2 June when a four-storey building
crumbled,
25.Paz,
A few basic engineering steps could reduce the risk of disaster.
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"They can minimize some of the problems by developing some kind of extra bracing system, but this will not be

easy because there are so many buildings," Ali said. "For the soft-storey buildings you could [reinforce] the low storeys."
While earthquake-proof buildings can be a selling point for high-end property developers, getting other
developers to spend extra money on toughening up their structures will be tricky.
"This time the government is taking it seriously. There are a lot of at-risk buildings, so the government has to
take some action. Right now they are trying their best, but from one week to the next, we don't know what will happen,"
said Mehedi Ahmed Ansary, professor at the Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology's department of civil
engineering. "The emergency services are not in very good shape. The capacity of the hospitals is not enough. If there is
a disaster they would not be able to cope. The fire service has capacity, but it has limited resources and funding."
In the event of an eight magnitude quake, Dhaka has enough hospital beds to handle only about two-thirds of
the casualties expected, a government study found.
Source: www.irinnews.org
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Kenia will study water levels to prevent floods.

Kenyan authorities have installed water radar sensors to monitor levels on the western Nzoia river in an effort to
mitigate flood damage, officials said.
The river perennially bursts its banks, flooding parts of Budalangi region in Bunyala District, with devastating
results for thousands of people living in the area.
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"The sensors are installed at a bridge, and have a GPRS [general
packet radio service] modem that is solar-powered," Daniel Maina, the flood
management coordinator with the Western Kenya Flood Mitigation Project,
told IRIN. "Just the way you send a text message, you just call the modem
like a phone, and get feedback on water levels."
The water radar sensors have been installed in the three locations of
Webuye, Rwabwa and Sigomre areas in the Nzoia River Basin. They provide
In here we can see a water level

alerts about water levels in real-time, helping in disaster preparedness.

sensor device.
The eye, underneath the radar sensor, records the water level. When dialed, the modems, which are fitted with
subscriber identity module cards, relay data in the form of graphs to the flood management centre and the Kenya
Meteorological Department.
Rwabwa station is about 30km downstream of Sigomre. According to Maina, the water takes about eight hours
to reach Rwabwa from Sigomre. Data from Sigomre helps in the prediction of expected water level crests at Rwabwa.
Several Hydromet Stations in the Basin record rainfall levels. Rainfall forecast data from the meteorological
department is integrated with water level data to produce models that are circulated to key stakeholders, including
government and UN agencies.
Initial flood watch bulletins are sent to the Bunyala District Commissioner (DC), who passes the information to
the community through a radio with a 25km broadcasting radius. Content is read in the local Kinyala language. For
example, if there is a broken dyke, the DC goes on radio to mobilize support to repair it.
Besides water and rainfall monitoring, afforestation and construction of small dams is going on upstream to
reduce water speed and siltation. The upper catchment regions include Mt Elgon, Cherangani hills, Burnt Forest and the
Kakamega Forest.
"In the upper catchment area, the main problem is soil erosion; in Budalangi, the flooding is due to siltation,
which leads to higher water levels," Maina added. "This is especially the case at the river mouth, which prevents water
easily evacuating into [Lake Victoria], leading to a back flow of flood waters," Main said. River mouth dredging is also
ongoing as part of the eight-year, World Bank-funded project.
Nzoia's course meanders dangerously close to the dykes and population settlements in some parts of
Budalangi. The dykes at Budalangi were constructed between 1977 and 1984 and were meant to last 20 years. A multipurpose dam is being designed to further protect Budalangi, which experienced massive flooding in 2007.
Despite the benefits, the project has been affected by vandalism of solar panels at the water radar sensors,
high telecommunication network charges and weak signal strength.
Source: www.irinnews.org

Comments: What a wonderful news about Kenya and its sensors,
they are really great. Seem to be effiecient devices and very easy and use
new technology, hope they can achive their goals succesfuly.
Talking about Dhaka situation it is very sad to read that alll this fear
an vulnerability could have been reduced by well built houses and some
urbanizatrion control, now you see the importance of this, hope they can be
strong and stay safe.

“Communication saves lives!”
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