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1. Greetings
Natural Disasters Youth Summit 2008 in Trinidad and Tobago
CHILDREN SPEAK OUT ON CLIMATE CHANGE
International Education and Resource NetworkTrinidad and Tobago

Gia Gaspard Taylor, National Coordinator
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago – International
Education and Resource Network, Trinidad and Tobago,
May 12th, 2008 – Youth voices were heard loudly at the
internationally recognized, Natural Disasters Youth
Summit (NDYS 2008) in collaboration with the NDYS
Global Committee, UNESCO and UNICEF, UNICEF
facilitated youth media coverage of the event, in which
children from across the region and the globe including
Turkey, Japan, USA, Sweden, Argentina and Suriname
met and air their views at the NDYS held for the first time
in Trinidad and Tobago, The Summit Theme “Climate
Change and Disasters Reduction” was organized by
NDYS Global Committee and iEARNTnT and attended by
over 300 teachers, students youth leaders, youth and children at the Chaguaramas
Convention Center from April 28 -30.
This Summit was also held in support of Global Youth Service Day, GYSD, and
UNESCO’s Education for all Week.
Rehanna, 14 from Lakshi Girls’ Hindu College, whose school presented a play on coral
reefs, commented on the importance of having a Youth Summit, and why she is engaged,
“The temperature in the atmosphere is changing, there are more skin diseases, food
prices have gone up all because of the increase in temperature which brings about a
huge chain reaction, we therefore need to start conserving the things we took for
granted and spread the word to other people that they may conserve the environment”
Students and teachers delegates from each counter spoke on the effects of climate
change and specifically addressed ways of reducing the effects of disasters and disaster
management, the summit attended by young people iEARN member countries was called
to discuss climate change and disasters reduction strategies that can protect children.
UNICEF provided child-friendly educational material and games on climate change and
disasters prevention measures and ensured the children’ views on climate change were
documented in the NDYS 2008 through the youth journalists from Trinidad and Tobago
and the Backlot team from Suriname who facilitated media coverage of the event,
filming and interviewing children and Natural Disasters Youth Ambassadors. Throughout
the Summit child journalists recorded and produced one-minute videos and a 10- minute

newscast highlighting key issues on climate change from a child’s perspective.
Ms. Kazuko Okamoto Executive Chair NDYS and Yoshie Naya, Deputy both spoke of the
genesis of the NDYS after the devastations and sufferings of the 1995 earthquake in
Japan. NDYS was started in 2005 on the 10 anniversary of the earthquake.
His Worship the Mayor of Port of Spain, accepted our invitation to declare the Summit
open and to make official the Youth Declaration NDYS 2008. He commented on the
importance of the summit and expressed the view that more policy –making officials
should have graced us with their presence, he learned quite a great deal from our
displays from safety maps to tub-gardens and the many displays from the visiting
countries.
In the next decade, statistics tell us up to 175 million children are likely to be affected
every year by the kinds of natural disasters brought about by climate change, Hurricanes,
floods, landslides, earthquakes and the severe effects of natural disasters cause loss of
life and economic instability in small islands states each year. Abraham Fergusson,
NDYS Youth Ambassador in speaking of his own country expounded that “many factors
that exacerbate the impact of natural disasters are easily identifiable and avoidable,
including indiscriminate dumping into waterways, improper of illegal land development
and unsustainable agricultural practices, This project, he states “allow students to learn
about disasters and the state of disasters management in their communities, it also
empowers them to take measures for mitigation and preparedness”

2. Abe’s Report
Natural Disasters Youth Summit 2008 was a great
learning experience for me from the inception of having
written an essay about natural disasters, being one of the
global winners, and participating in this project over the
years, a few things stood out in my memory.
The joy of greeting the delegation from Japan at the
airport will linger in my mind, and working together for
the days that followed, then came the morning’s opening
ceremony – although we were together with Miriam (from
Iran) a mere six days before in Finland, when Mrs.
Abe Fergusson, a NDYS
Gaspard Taylor used the ‘Cat” as part of her presentation I
Youth Ambassador in TnT
missed hearing Miriam’s voice, when Mrs. Gaspard Taylor
mentioned the significance of the “little ambassadors” (the
stuffed toys) to bring comfort to children who are survivors of natural disasters, that
really touched me – so significant was it that UNICEF’s Mrs. Goodman underscored
what was said about it before.
The interaction with our local schools and their presentations were better than
expected, I was very proud of each one. See the hard work that went into the
preparation, the visits to the schools all came into play.
The contribution of the UNICEF since we met with them at the IV World Water Forum
in Mexico in 2006 was very inspiring and having them stay the distance and beyond as
we will continue to work together- while they are not a funding agency the technical
support is overwhelming.
We will continue with the project as it is now beginning to get the attention of those that
matters – working in the communities with The International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies on the Vulnerability Community Assessment Programme and now
that we were call in to work together with the Office Disaster Preparedness
Management, I must say the goal to create awareness had been achieved.
Our declaration was sent to the Honorable Prime Minister, His Excellency the
President of Trinidad and Tobago and taken by Mrs. Gaspard Taylor to the
Organization of American States (OAS) Civil Society Hemispheric Forum in Florida,
and submitted in the workshop on sustainable development including natural disasters
and climate change, since returning we have been asked to network with the
Secretariat on Team T.T in preparation for the hosting of the 5th Summit of the
Americas, when 34 heads of Governments will come together here in Trinidad and
Tobago in April 2009, we have put forward a proposal for a “youth constituency within
the climate change regime of the hemisphere” the same will go forward to the
Commonwealth Heads of Governments which will be held here in October 2009.
Thank you to all and everyone who contributed to the success of the NDYS 2008, the
work has just begun.

3. Message to the Natural Disaster Youth Summit 2008 in Trinidad and Tobago
From Kazuko Okamoto
the Founding Chairperson of the NDYS Committee
First of all, I would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations on the holding of the Natural Disaster Youth
Summit 2008 in Trinidad and Tobago. I really appreciate the
devotion of the members of iEARN-Trinidad and Tobago. It is
my honor to address this message to all the participants of the
NDYS.

NDYS started in September, 2004 to commemorate
the 10th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Disaster and the first gathering was
in Kobe, Japan in March, 2005. We have coordinated three gatherings thus far: two in
Japan and one in Taiwan. Trinidad and Tobago is the fourth gathering. Your devotion
to our project has empowered us to continue.
Some of you have already lived through hurricanes, earthquakes, floods,
landslides, storms and other ravages of nature, and all of you live in places that are
vulnerable. Moreover, many victims are children and women. Therefore it is important
to help children and young adults gain knowledge and skills to protect themselves from
disasters.
In this era of rapidly evolving forms of communication, children and young adults
of today have greater access to more knowledge and greater possibilities than ever
before. This century must be the age to cope with disasters and mitigate them by
connecting youth around the world.
Every year, we welcome new members from around world. We are happy to work
to make citizens aware of and prepared to cope with disasters. By connecting youth
around the world to examine the issues surrounding natural disasters, we are making
an impact on the planet. The work that we are doing is important. Please be proud of
yourself, that you are making a contribution to the health of the planet.
It will take many years to build a disaster resilient society. So, let us start a
continuous effort from now, that we might transfer our efforts to the next generations.
Finally, I express my warmest wishes for a successful summit!

4. Program
First day April 28th
Poster Exhibition "Disaster Safety Map and others” 9:00～
～
Opening Ceremony 10:00～
～12:00
1. Greetings
2. Guest greeting
3. The message announcement
The message :
Ms.Stephanie Johnson:
Chairman’s Opening Remarks
Vice President – Port of Spain / Atlanta Sister Cities

Ms.Gia Gaspard Taylor
Welcome and Overview
National Coordinator – International Education and Resource Network – Trinidad and
Tobago
Ms.Donna Goodman
UNICEF Greetings
Director - United Nations Children Fund- UNICEF New York Office

Ms.Kazuko Okamoto and Ms. Yoshie Naya
Important Concepts of NYDS
Executive Chairman Natural Disasters Youth Summit – Japan

His Worship The Mayor of Port of Spain Alderman Murchison Brown

4. Introduction of participation schools
5. Present National Disasters Youth Summit 2008-Declaration
To be joined by the youth and teachers to present in different languages

Lunch time 13:00～
～14:00
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Presentation (Day 1) 14:00～
～ 17:00
1. NDYS Headquarter / Kobe, Hyogo, Japan
“about NDYS”
2. Private Tuncsiper School / Bursa, Turkey
“Our school activities “
3. El Dorado Secondary Comprehensive School (TnT)
“The Effects Of Climate Change on Women”
4. Mayaro Environmental Wave (club) (TnT)
“ Coastal Erosion and Climate Change
5. Vishrou Boys College (TnT)
“ Evacuation Planning”
6. Hillview College (TnT)
“ Tub Gardens”
7. Speyside High School (TnT)
“ Life or extinction?’ Facing the reality of Coral Reefs in Tobago. “
8. Private Tuncsiper School: / Bursa, Turkey
“Global warming and Disaster Reduction”

Second day April 29th
Poster Exhibition "Disaster Safety Map and others” 9:00～
～
Presentation (Day 2) 9:00～
～12:00
1. Lakshmi Girl’s Hindu College, ST. Augustine UNESCO CLUB (TnT)
2. SPEYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL (TnT)
3. Mu Canapo Girles’ R,C School ST James (TnT)
“Life or extinction?’ Facing the reality of Coral Reefs in Tobago”
4. Ava Schaveita&Vicki bush
Coral Cay Conservation, Tobago
“Global Warming and Threats to the Coral Reef Ecosystem”

5. Private Tuncsiper School / Bursa, Turkey
“Global Warming quiz answer key”
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6. El Dorado Secondary Comprehensive School (TnT)
“The Effects Of Climate Change on Women”
7. Hillview College (TnT)
“How natural disasters affect women both locally and internationally!”
8. Kobe Municipal Fukiai High School, Japan
“Global Warming and Disaster Reduction”
9. Hyogo Prefectural Kawanishi Takarazuka Ryogen SHS, Japan
“Global Warming and Disaster Reduction”
“Global Disaster Map Making”

Lunch time 12:00～
～13:00
Workshop 13:00～14:30
1) Discussion
2) Making Monument
Closing Ceremony 14:30～
～15:00

Third day April 30th
Full day trips

7

5. Presentations of NDYS2008 Participant Schools
5-1-1
El Dorado Secondary Comprehensive School (TnT)
“The Effects Of Climate Change on Women”

8

5-1-2

9

5-2-1

Speyside High School (TnT)
“Life or extinction?’ Facing the reality of Coral Reefs in Tobago.“

10

5-2-2

11

5-2-3
Speyside High School (TnT)
“Life or extinction?’ Facing the reality of Coral Reefs in Tobago.“

12

5-2-4

13

5-3-1
Hillview College (TnT)
“Tub Gardens”

14

5-3-2

15

5-3-3

Hillview College (TnT)
“Tub Gardens”

16

5-4-1

Mayaro Environmental Wave (club) (TnT)
“ Coastal Erosion and Climate Change “

17

5-4-2
Mayaro Environmental Wave (club) (TnT)
“ Coastal Erosion and Climate Change “

18

5-4-3

19

5-4-4
Mayaro Environmental Wave (club) (TnT)
“ Coastal Erosion and Climate Change “

20

5-4-5

21

5-4-6
Mayaro Environmental Wave (club) (TnT)
“ Coastal Erosion and Climate Change “

22

5-4-7

23

5-5-1
Private Tuncsiper School (Turkey)
“Global warming and Disaster Reduction”

24

5-5-2

25

5-5-3
Private Tuncsiper School (Turkey)
“Global warming and Disaster Reduction”

26

5-5-4

27

5-5-5
Private Tuncsiper School (Turkey)
“Global warming and Disaster Reduction”

28

5-6-1
Kobe Municipal Fukiai High School (Japan)
“Global Warming and Disaster Reduction”

29

5-6-2
Kobe Municipal Fukiai High School (Japan)
“Global Warming and Disaster Reduction”

30

5-6-3

31

5-7-1 Hyogo Prefectural Kawanishi Takarazuka Ryogen SHS (Japan)
“Global Warming and Disaster Reduction”

32

5-7-2

33

5-7-3
Hyogo Prefectural Kawanishi Takarazuka Ryogen SHS (Japan)
“Global Disaster Map Making”

34
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Theme: Climate Change and disaster reduction

NDYS Youth Editors

The day came, that which was being waited is finally here. People from Japan, Argentina, Turkey,
Sweden, USA, Suriname, UNICEF, UNESCO, and Trinidad and Tobago gathered in Chaguaramas, Trinidad
and Tobago on April 28. in order to face the declaration of the Natural Disaster Youth Summit 2008.
It is the great opportunity for all of us to share all the things we have been developing since we
started NDYS2008 project.
Everybody is excited because of all the information and the faces that are involved in this new
edition of NDYS.
People from this NDYS wanted everybody to listen to their personal opinions about the topic and
what is to be part of this big family like. To begin with this section there will be introduced the interviews
made to the Special Guests of the Ceremony and Government Special Guests.

His Worship The Mayor of Port of Spain, Alderman Murchison Brown during the open ceremony.

…the

youth will definitely have some programs, it could be something to the international

bodies, because of every country as I said before is affected, by climate change, and therefore we
cannot see and do nothing.…
Vice President- Port of Spain/Atlanta Sister Cities, Ms. Stephanie Johnson
I have been involved in this organization for five years till now. I expect from this summit to teach
everyone how to learn from each other, share with each other and to support from each other.
For people in general who is maybe going trough a terrible episode like a natural disaster my advice
would be for first instance to not loose control. Then try to put in practice what you have learned, or done
about the topic. Try to find your emergency pack and to get your safety map in order to put yourself or
maybe others in a safe situation.
The youth is our future, so they must think about of take care of themselves, take care of their
societies, because there are many events occurring around the world. They should think about that as they
are the future everything is on their hands, to take conscious will be the best thing to do now”.

NDYS Youth Ambassador

Trinidad and Tobago

Argentina

Japan

2

Turkey

As it is detailed above, all the people who have already met in NDYS is pleased of being part of this
entire project. All their thoughts were right; they could spread their message to all over the world.
We, the NDYS members are pleased to show the world the declaration of this Natural Disaster Youth
Summit 2008:

The Natural Disasters Youth Summit of Port of Spain 2008 declares;
“That as a Global Village we must resolve to create awareness to disaster risk management and the
adaptation to global climate change, by forging strong ties between youths and professionals and
integrating all countries in an international partnership for this
“One Village, One Effort, THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW”.common purpose”.

With the Compliments of His Worship
the Mayor of Port of Spain

Following to the above we have the interviews made to some participants of this NDYS.

Serop Dink, from Tuncsiper Private School, Turkey;
“Our aim is to tell the world about how important is the effect of
the global warming and to share information in order to make
easy to understand them.”

Ufuk Ok, from Tuncsiper Private School, Turkey
“Our aim is try to communicate everybody about this important topic because it is very important for us.”
Çisil ÖksÜzoğlu, from Tuncsiper Private School, Turkey;
“The objective of our team is to work hard in order to affect the world in a positive way; a big effort makes it
get better”

Emre Uluş, from Tuncsiper Private School, Turkey;
“Our group has been working hard in this topic, this is a great opportunity to share and see the awesome
things of other schools, I think sharing has been our objective since we started”
3

Exhibition:

"Disaster Safety Map ＆ Kid’s Safety Bag"

4

Presentaiton Program (Day1)
1.

April 28 14:00～

NDYS Headquarter / Kobe, Hyogo, Japan: about NDYS

5

5.Vishrou Boys College (TnT): Evacuation Planning
6.Hillview College (TnT): Tub Gardens
7.Speyside High School (TnT): Life or extinction?’ Facing the reality of Coral Reefs in Tobago.
8.Private Tuncsiper School: Global warming and Disaster Reduction

Comment: In this summit, I found one thing. Mr. Brown, the mayor
of Port of Spain, said “People should be more serious about the
disaster.” I felt very much different culture on disaster reduction in
Trinidad and Tobago, because they had never been faced with big
disaster since Hurricane Katrina. In Japan, People are more aware
of disaster, but the memory of the disaster can be forgotten, because
of the time.

“To be Serious” is very simple thing for us to do to cope with disaster, but it is something we

must not forget.

Even in my home town Kobe, many people started not

to have their safety bags, year by year.

Big natural phenomenon is

something which might not be happen in our daily lives, but Disaster
Reduction is something which we should do everyday.
Gento Kato- from Japan

■ For more information please contact ■
ndys@jearn.jp

http://ndys.jearn.jp/

center/ Hyogo International Plaza 5-1, 1-chome,
NDYS Headquarter office: c/o JEARN Office / NGO support
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Topics

Editor: Sergio Daniel Paz,

NDYS 2008 in Trinidad and Tobago (page 1-3)

Salta-Argentina

Natural Disasters and Disaster Reduction

Abe Fergusson,

Myanmar and forest (page 4)

Port of Spain-TnT

Tragedy in China (page 5)

NDYS Youth Editors

Preparedness is essential (page 6)

Abe’s Report:
Natural Disasters Youth Summit 2008 was a great learning
experience for me from the inception of having written an essay
about natural disasters, being one of the global winners, and
participating in this project over the years, a few things stood out in
my memory. The joy of greeting the delegation from Japan at the
airport will linger in my mind, and working together for the days
that followed, then came the morning’s opening ceremony.
The interaction with our local schools and their presentations were
Abe Fergusson, a NDYS Youth
Ambassador in TnT

better than expected, I was very proud of each one. See the hard
work that went into the preparation, the visits to the schools all
came into play.

Our declaration was sent to the Honorable Prime Minister, His Excellency the President of
Trinidad and Tobago and taken by Mrs. Gaspard Taylor to the Organization of American States
(OAS) Civil Society Hemispheric Forum in Florida, and submitted in the workshop on
sustainable development including natural disasters and climate change, since returning we
have been asked to network with the Secretariat on Team T.T in preparation for the hosting of
the 5th Summit of the Americas, when 34 heads of Governments will come together here in
Trinidad and Tobago in April 2009,

we have put forward a proposal for a “youth constituency

within the climate change regime of the hemisphere” the same will go forward to the
Commonwealth Heads of Governments which will be held here in October 2009.
Thank you to all and everyone who contributed to the success of the NDYS 2008, the work has
1
just begun.

Presentation Program (Day 2)

April 29 , 9:00～12:40

Theme: Climate Change and disaster reduction
Place: The Chaguaramas Hotel and Convention Center , Chaguaramas, Trinidad and Tobago
1. Lakshmi Girl’s Hindu College, ST. Augustine UNESCO CLUB (TnT)

2. Mu Canapo Girles’ R,C School ST James (TnT)

3. SPEYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL (TnT)

“Life or extinction?’ Facing the reality of Coral Reefs in Tobago”

2

4. Ava Schaveita&Vicki bush
Coral Cay Conservation, Tobago
“Global Warming and Threats to the Coral Reef Ecosystem”
5.

Private Tuncsiper School / Bursa, Turkey

“Global Warming quiz answer key”
6. El Dorado Secondary Comprehensive School (TnT)

“The Effects Of Climate Change on Women”
7. Hillview College (TnT)

“How natural disasters affect women both locally and internationally!”
8. Kobe Municipal Fukiai High School, Japan

“Global Warming and Disaster Reduction”
9. Hyogo Prefectural Kawanishi Takarazuka Ryogen SHS, Japan

“Global Warming and Disaster Reduction” & “Global Disaster Map Making”

Workshop April 29 , 13:00～14:30
1) Discussion

Question
1. What can we do in order to decrease global warming effects?

List them please.?

2. What are the effective actions that can be done to teach others about Natural
Disasters or Global Warming? Eg. Making posters
3. Do you think disasters are really natural?

2) Making Monument

3

Why or why not?

Closing Ceremony

April 29

14:30～15:00

Due to the fact that several areas were “cleaned” in order to expand rice cultivation, many people
suffered a devastating catastrophe last week. Most of the thousands of people who perished when the

cyclone Nargis slammed into the country on 2 and 3 May are believed to have drowned in the fierce
3.5m storm surge that swept nearly 40km inland.
The FAO(UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization) told that this is a lection to be took by the
government leaders because now there should not be time to think about economics, because mangrove
forest were devastated by the local government for increasing income averages, but this only made the
situation to get worst. The FAO say that those mangrove forests which don’t exist nowadays could stop
in an important way the strong winds.

As of 16 May, the official death toll from Nargis stood at more than 43,000, with
nearly 28,000 missing, while the Red Cross and UN believe the toll could top 100,000.

Water level after Nargis passed away.

Source: www.irinnews.org

4

The earthquake started near Dujiangyan and Chengdu, Sichuan's provincial capital and covering an
area of 100 kilometers approximately. Buildings had been damaged in a severe way and some water
towers collapsed. This EQ reached 7.9 (Richter scale) and caused 107 deaths, but officials are afraid this
amount will increase.
Students at school felt that everything was moving around them, everybody started running out of
school, but unfortunately many kids were injured and some of them died. The scene was something
horrible, people form the outside trying to rescue those inside and below fragments of building.
People who were downtown run to the street and felt very scared, strong sftershocks were still
occurring around them, during the day people didn’t wanted to return home, because they said they were
afraid of the EQ to come again.

This map shows the location of the

People helping injured citizens because of

epicenter and the area covered.

the falling fragments of buildings
Source.BBC news

Despite being located in one of the world's most seismically active zones, Kathmandu's earthquake
preparedness is low and the lives of tens of thousands of residents are at risk, according to local experts.
"The next earthquake will be very disastrous if we fail to improve our preparedness," said expert Amod
Dixit from the Nepal National Society for Earthquake Technology (NSET).
Kathmandu's urban growth rate is nearly 6.5 percent every year, with one of the highest densities in
the world. Nearly 6,000 concrete houses are built every year, and mostly without proper engineering and
seismic force considerations, according to NSET.
According to the government's Earthquake Division at the Department of Mines and Geology, the last
big earthquake took place in 1934 when nearly 17,000 people died in a minute. The government
5

reported that the quake's magnitude was eight degrees on the Richter scale.
The earthquake destroyed nearly one quarter of all homes and many historic temples.
If an earthquake of that magnitude were to happen within a decade, it would cause significantly greater
human casualties, physical damage and economic loss than past earthquakes, according to NSET's
Kathmandu Valley Earthquake Risk Management Project.

Deficient buildngs and low preparedness
are the most important things to develop
from now.

Personal Comments: I think the Government of every country
should try to think first on safety then in other things, because if not
any project will have been a waste of time and money.
I feel a grief of sorrow for Chinese people, it has been a hard
situation and I wish families and survivors would get over from it. It
is nice to see those people helping each other, that is how we should
work every day.
To finish this comment I want to say that preparedness is very
important for countries which are familiar with natural disasters. The Government should not skip these
kinds of problems and society should try to let them know about them.

”Communication saves lives! ”

■ For more information please contact ■
ndys@jearn.jp

http://ndys.jearn.jp/
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MEDIA RELEASE
CHILDREN SPEAK OUT ON CLIMATE CHANGE
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago - UNICEF, May 14, 2008 – Youth voices were heard loudly at the
internationally recognized, Natural Disaster Youth Summit (NDYS) 2008 in collaboration with the
International Educational and Resource Network, Trinidad and Tobago Chapter. UNICEF facilitated youth
media coverage of the event, in which children from across the region and the globe including Turkey, Japan,
Argentina, met to air their views at the NDYS held for the first time in Trinidad and Tobago. The Summit,
themed “Climate Change and Disasters Reduction” was organized by iEARNTnT and attended by over 200
children and adults at the Chaguaramas Convention Centre from April 28-29-30 2008.
Rehanna, 14 from Lakshi Girls’ Hindu College, whose school presented a play on coral reefs, commented on
the importance of having a Youth Summit, and why she is engaged, “The temperature in the atmosphere is
changing, there are more skin diseases, food prices have gone up all because of the increase in temperature
which brings about a huge train reaction. We need to start conserving the things we take for granted and
spread the word to other people that they may conserve the environment.”
Children and adult delegates from each country spoke on the effects of climate change and specifically
addressed ways of reducing the effects of disasters and disaster management. The meeting, attended by
young people from iEARN member countries was called to discuss climate change and disaster reduction
strategies that can protect children.
UNICEF provided child-friendly educational material and games on climate change and disaster prevention
measures and ensured that children’s views on climate change were documented in the NDYS 2008 through
the youth journalists from Trinidad and Tobago and the Backlot who facilitated media coverage of the event,
filming and interviewing children and Natural Disaster Youth Ambassadors. Throughout the Youth Summit,
child journalists recorded and produced one-minute videos and a 10-minute newscast highlighting key issues
on climate change from a child’s perspective. The youth media’s presence was facilitated by UNICEF in an
effort to build capacity in the area of youth media in Trinidad and Tobago. The Backlot, a Surinamese nongovernmental organization supported youth journalists from Trinidad and Tobago to provide media coverage of
the event.
The Summit was also held in support of GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY, where tribute is paid to youth
throughout the world who give of their time in service to their communities, iEARNTnT is the National Lead
Agency for Global Youth Service Day.
The Summit, organized by iEARNTnT, was supported by UNESCO, the NDYS Committee, Ministry of Local
Government; Ministry of National Security and the Mayor of Port of Spain’s Office. During the opening
ceremony, Ms. Kazuko Okamoto, Executive Chairman of the NDYS, Japan spoke of the genesis of the NDYS
after the devastations and sufferings of the 1995 earthquake in Japan. NDYS was started in 2005 on the 10th
anniversary of the earthquake and has coordinated two Summits in Japan and one in Taiwan. Trinidad and
Tobago is the fourth country to host this Youth Summit, giving children the opportunity to learn about climate
change and natural disasters and their impact on society.
In the next decade, up to 175 million children are likely to be affected every year by the kinds of natural
disasters brought about by climate change. Hurricanes, floods and the severe effects of natural disasters cause
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loss of life and economic instability in small island states each year. Abraham Fergusson, 16 years, the NDYS
Ambassador for Trinidad and Tobago in speaking of his own Trinidad and Tobago Disaster Safety Map Project
expounded that “Many factors that exacerbate the impact of natural disasters are easily identifiable and
avoidable, including indiscriminate dumping into waterways, improper or illegal land development, and
unsustainable agricultural practices. This project, he states, “allows students to learn about disasters and the
state of disaster management in their communities. It also empowers them to take measures for mitigation and
preparedness.”
At the Summit the youth cited a Declaration: Made Formal by Mayor of Port of Spain:
“That as a Global Village we must resolve to create an awareness to disasters, risk management and
the adaptation to global climate change by forging strong ties between youths and professionals and
integrating all countries in an international partnership for this common purpose:
One Village, One Effort, THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW!”
The delegates recited the Declaration in English, Spanish, Japanese, Surinamese and Turkish at the Summit.

For more information contact:
Gia Gaspard Taylor – iEARNTnT National Coordinator
and
NDYS -Global Facilitator
nydstt@gmail.com 868 683 4251
Ayanna Eastman, Communication Officer – UNICEF
868-623-7056 ext 261 or email – aeastman@unicef.org
About UNICEF
UNICEF is on the ground in 155 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early
childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF
supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and
the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary
contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.

Video- Conferencing
“Communication saves lives!”
VC at Disaster Reduction and Human
Renovation Institution in Kobe, Japan.
http://ndys.jearn.jp/vc.html

Hyogo Kobe, Japan

Master Abe Fergusson
NDYS Youth Ambassador working
with iEARN-Trinidad and Tobago

Children Make a Difference in the World
Slogan: Communication saves lives!

Programs for NDYS:

NDYS2008

1 . Gl o b a l Di s a s t e r Sa f e t y

Discussion Theme:

M a p (m a i n )

Global Warming and
Disaster Reduction

2. Kid’s Safety Bag (sub)

Term:
Age/level of project participants:

NDYS office

NDYS Project, Seeking Contacts, Contributions and Collaborators
NDYS will build a global disaster management education network utilizing Information and
Communications Technology (ICT).

Using the Language Grid for
Online Collaborative Learning on Disaster Reduction
for Children around the World

!"#

Natural Disaster Youth Summit (NDYS) Office
NPO Japan Education and Resource Network (JEARN)
Cooperated with Kitamura Laboratory, School of Science and Technology,
Kwansei Gakuin University

Activity Description

Education on disaster reduction through collaboration among
children around the world
At NDYS, children around the world work on disaster reduction
learning by communicating via the Internet. We held the NDYS
Forum via video conference, where we conducted presentations
on the creation of disaster safety maps. This activity is one of
our practical programs. Beginning from Hyogo Prefecture in
Japan, we continuously held international conferences at many
places in the world to deepen our exchanges, and finally, we
formulated the NDYS constitution.
We used Internet forums including BBS for creating a world
educational network and for using video conferences as tools for Video conference at “Hyogo e-school”
collaborative learning to exchange information. Using these tools, on Disaster Reduction and Human
we can promote disaster reduction learning programs, wherein
Renovation Institution
children around the world can work together on global issues.

Use of
Language Grid

Support for collaborative learning using Langrid Input

We use Langrid Input as a support tool for children who experience difficulties in communicating in
foreign languages. For achieving a higher quality of machine translation, we have combined a
specialized dictionary for disaster reduction, which was provided by a institution for disaster
reduction. This helps in specialized communication for education on disaster reduction. This tool
also enables multilingual translation, e.g., English-French.

Langrid Input

iEARN Internet Forum

Natural Disaster Youth Summit (NDYS)
NDYS is a project of iEARN and is operated by the NDYS Office. NDYS is a part of JEARN, which is
a contact point in Japan of iEARN.
!"
Contact: Kazuko Okamoto, Representative of NDYS [ndys@jearn.jp]

iEARN Project
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