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1. What are natural disasters? £EF->T{[?
2. Why do they happen? KE>TESLTHEIZD?
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4. What shall we do for tomorrow? KEMBHZEFH=HIZESLIZBLWD ?
5. Howcanlhelpyou? KEMNSEHRZBITAHICIFESLIzDLD ?
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Natural Disasters - Education, Preparedness and Mitigation, Cooperation
(What Can High School Students Do?)

Country: Japan
Name of School: Kobe Municipal Fukiai Senior High School
International Course (11th grade)
http://www.kobe—c.ed jp/fki—hs/
Teachers in charge: Ms. Takako Chamoto,
Mr. Shinji Masui, Ms. Rose Sabanal,
E-mail: takako_chamoto_fukiai@yahoo.co.jp
masui_2001@yahoo.co.jp

rose_sabanal@hotmail.com

Participating in the Following Forums:
1. What are natural disasters? 4. What shall we do for tomorrow?
2. Why do they happen? 5. How can I help you?
3. What can I do?

1. Activities

The study group is composed of 23 students in the 11th grade of the International Course. The members

voluntarily decided to join the group as one of their learning activities under the subject of Comprehensive

Study / International Affairs. English is used as the medium of instruction..

September 2004 Organized study group, members wrote short essays about the 1995 Great Hanshin Awayjj
Earthquake based on their own experiences and interviews with family members, read

related articles in magazines, watched an NHK documentary video

October/ Members divided into four groups and researched on: earthquakes, floods, typhoons,

November 2004 volcanic reactions

December 2004 Preparation for January presentation

January 2005  Representative students shared to their classmates what the study group had learned
about natural disasters, participated in the January 18th tree-planting ceremony and made
a presentation for the Natural Disaster Youth Summit intermediary session in Awajj Island

February 2005 Preparation for the March presentation (Natural Disasters Education, Mental Health)

March 2005 Preparing materials for the Natural Disasters Youth Summit Conference (stage

presentation, poster session)
2. Content

2-1 The Great Hanshin Awajj Earthquake: Problems encountered by the: Fire Department,

Hospitals, Police Department, Government; Students’ Impressions



2-2 Natural Disasters that Occur Frequently in Japan: Earthquakes, Typhoons, Floods, Volcanic
Eruptions: (1) What are they?, (2) Why do they happen?, (3) How can we prepare for them?

2-3 Importance of cooperation (1) between the Japanese people and Non-Japanese Community
living in Japan, (2) between the government and the citizens, (3) among countries all over
the world

2-4 Natural Disaster Education, Mental Health: How can countries work together?

3. Future Plans

3-1 Posting the content of the March presentation in the website

3-2 Organizing exchange programs related to natural disaster education with sister schools in
other countries (New Zealand, Thailand, Sweden, USA)

3-3 Starting projects to promote natural disaster awareness
3-4 Exhibits and presentations during the annual cultural festival

4. Reflections

4-1 The students were in their early childhood when the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake
occurred ten years ago. For most of them, the experience left a memory of fear and
hardships. However, by interviewing their family, and by reading articles in magazines
and watching documentary videos, they were able to look at the situation in an objective way,
got motivated to learn more about what cause natural disasters, how to prepare for them
and how to be able to help oneself and other people when they happen. They also learned
that the occurrence of natural disasters may not be controlled but loss of lives and properties
can be reduced. Living in a country that has an advanced know-how about the subject,
students felt the responsibility of sharing information with their peers in Japan and around
the world.

4-2 Using the knowledge gained about natural disasters, students learned to analyze the
present situation, thought more deeply about the important points to be considered, and

exchanged ideas on how to make communities stronger and less vulnerable.

4-3 In the January session, the students were very impressed to know what other groups have
done. Although they acknowledge the importance of doing research, they also realized the
need to act. Furthermore, they were very happy to have the opportunity to join other
Japanese students and to participate in the video conference with students in other

countries.
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Donguri Fund Raising

Japan

Kumon Arinonakamachi School
http://ndys.jearn.jp/ja/school/donguri.htm
Yoshiko Fukui

E-mail : donguribokin@nifty.com.

fukuike@par.odn.ne.jp
Topic: What we can do?

1 - Process of the project
2004/11 Organize “Donguri Fund Raising Club” \ j
2004/12 “Keimei Gakuin School “ participated this movement
2005/01 Organize”’Donguri Mother Club”

2005/02 Two ambassadors of stuffed dolls from Iran and Taiwan visited

2005/03 The school in Russia participated this movement

2.Contents of the project
The purpose of “Donguri Fund Rasing”
1) .Students:
A Extended the knowledge about benefit from trees and noticed how precious the
movement is.
B Promoted better understanding about suffered countries and people from the natural
disasters.
C Cultivated a love of people and foster friendly relations between other participants.
2) Parents and the local community
Promoted better understanding about this movement. And natural disasters through

making mascot pins which are symbols of their gratitude.



3. Future Activities and Remarks

“Donguri Fund Raising” has just been started. We will keep sending the message.

I hope the students will keep their positive attitude against natural disasters.
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What are you going to take with you?

JAPAN Kashino-dai Elementary school, KOBE 6grade
http://www.kobe-c.ed.jp/ksd-ed/

Yuko Hara
E-mail:mitsuhiko_yamamoto@sch.ed.city.kobe.jp

Forum: Emergency Bag

1. Process of activities
2005/01 In English activities we had a discussion on the

subject of "making emergency bags" and learned about
NDYS.
2005/02 The International Understanding Club exchanged NDYS goowill ambassadors (staffed animals)

with students in Iran and Taiwan.

2. Contents of activities
2-1 English activities
We invited Ms. Fukui as a lecturer and had a disucussion on the subject "What are you going to take with
you when disaster occurs?" and made emergency bags. Through this activity students learned the words,
"need" and "natural disaster".

Also, knowing that various disasters, such as
earthquake, flood, drought, and so on, have occurred all
over the world, we thought over the threat of nature
again. As it i1s 10 years since Hanshin Awaji
earthquake hit Kobe, students took the topic as their
own problem. Watching the scene of disaster--flood in
Toyooka city, northern part of Hyogo prefecture, Niigata
Chuetsu earthquake, and the big earthquake near

Indonesia last December--on TV, students empathized

s T /

victims. Under the leadership of students' committee
we started a campaign to raise funds for these calamities and sent them letters for encouragement. This
activity was also a turning point to think about disaster.

Exchange students from Iran, Rumania, and Philippines took part in our second session. By comparing
our emergency bags and theirs, children's point of view was broadened. For example, they realized that
things in the bags, such as Bible, knives and so on were highly related to their life style. They also learned

about foreign religions and cultural differences.

2-2 Exchange NDY'S goodwill ambassadors

In the beginning of 2004 "the International Understanding Club" exchanged ambassadors with students
in Thailand (Teddy Bear Project) at the request of JEARN and JICA. Our school also had an opportunity to
take part in Natural Disaster Youth Summit 2005 and the International Understanding Club welcomed
ambassadors from Iran and Taiwan. Though it was just a two-week project, students were interested in
disaster prevention in other countries. Focusing on disaster prevention at home, they worked on home stay

program.



Wondering about Iranian children, one student writes as follows:

"Hello. We were suffered great damage in Hanshin Awaji Earthquake on January 17, 1995. It is said
that more than 6,500 people were killed. It became a historical disaster in Japan. At that time I lived in
Osaka, so only a few dishes were broken at home.

The earthquake occurred 5:46 a.m. Some were directly killed by it, but many were killed by fire, because
they were using fires for cooking breakfast. Water, electricity, and gas were stopped. We needed a lot
water, so we had to go out to get it many times a day.

People whose houses were destroyed had to take refuge in a school used as a shelter.

We had never dreamed to have such a big earthquake in Japan (especially in Kobe). Since then an
awareness of disaster prevention has been raising.

As a result, the number of victims counted only 40 in Niigata Chuetsu earthquake last year. Moreover,
people voluntarily gather to give helping hands. Our school, Kashinokdai Elementary School, sent one
thousand paper cranes there.

This experience made me think many things. At this moment it is impossible to tell 'when and where an
earthquake happens'. The important thing is 'what we should do when it happens'.

It is said that a big earthquake will hit the coast of
the Pacific Ocean in Japan in the future. If it should
happen, I'd like to work as a volunteer.

What would you do if an earthquake happens? If
we can help each other, that would be wonderful. I
want to keep it in mind that 'small kindness will be a
big help'."

I'm going to make this remarks into message and

hand it to Iranian students. I hope what she thinks

will move them and the bonding will be strengthend.

3. Future Activities
It must be important for us not only to protect ourselves from disaster but to support each other. We'd like
to keep thinking from a global point of view. Respecting people all over the world, we, our school, would like

to support nurturing children with a cosmopolitan outlook.

4. Remarks

In our school, cultural exchange with children in foreign countries has been promoted through the activities.
We were satisfied with the fulfillment of cultural exchange. Moreover, we learned how important it was to
support and help each other globally. The world is globalizing day by day. These experiences through the

activities will be living in children's minds forever and be of great help for the project beyond border.
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"Caring for mind" by picture "Circle of mind that ties by art"

JAPAN
Dai-ichi Junior-high school(Takatsuki-city) 1 ~ 3 grade
Akane Okazaki

E-mail; akane-okazaki@tcn.zaq.ne.jp

1.Activity details

Figure 1 Figure2 Figure3

- Selection art class beginning of latter term on October, 2004 the third grade of junior high-school. It
decides it to the expression of wanting my to tell it as a link that ties the mind in the cutout. The art part is
connected with "Circle of the mind that ties by the art" as the theme on the tenth earthquake anniversary,
too and the original picture of the stained glass is made.

- The message of the encouragement is sent to the Ojiya junior high school where damage was received due
to the Niigata dJoetsu earthquake in November, 2004. (one inside student government and
cooperation)Moreover, it exchanges it by Japan, Iran, Russia, and "NDYS goodwill ambassador (Teddy
Bear and kitty) exchange".

- Examination study(From the Internet and the newspaper article. )

- Catching of disaster drill and earthquake experience by Ocofluclma in December, 2004. It begins the work
that shows what I want to tell from the examination study in the cutout.

Coverage from morning sun student newspaper and junior high school student weekly.

- January, 2004?Production of stained glass and cutout in February. (Figure 1-2-3)

The approach of the disaster prevention project describes to the morning sun student newspaper and the
morning sun junior high school student weekly issued on January 16. (Figure 4)

- It exchanges it by Japan, Iran, Russia in March, 2004, and "NDYS goodwill ambassador (Teddy Bear and)

exchange".

- Stained glass and cutout completion and exhibition.

2.Content of activity
It works by the selection class of latter term the third grade of junior high-school, the art
(20 men and women), and the art part activities (20 men and women).
Selection class beginning of latter term the third grade of junior high-school in October, 2004. After school,
the art part is an extracurriculum club that I am the adviser.

It is 1) 3) and 5) to work in relation from five topics of the Jean disaster prevention project.



1)Study that examines disaster that occurred in the past

3)Study that examines damage situation of stricken area
It examined from HP etc. of the disaster prevention project of JEARN by putting the article in which I was
strongly interested together by chiefly using "Would live tomorrow" booklet of the newspaper and the
Hyogo Prefecture board of education issue, and using the Internet and it studied for three years at the
class time of the selection art. (For two hours. )The art part made the best use of time after school, saw
Web of the disaster prevention project from the computer room, and wrote the message in BBS.
(The study of earthquakes such as 1 and 2.3 enters the curriculum of the science by teaching requiring
"Science" in the first grade of junior high-school every year, and omit it here. )

4) Study that thinks about disaster prevention power to reduce damage

The teacher of the national language
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. Future activities
Students saw in the report of the earthquake in this approach, and it drew, and it was interested in
movement and the flow of the society well becoming sensitive than before. It spoke with "Did not tell it in
the last generation and us that it remembered even a little so as not to allow it to weather in us". It
participated in students, and it wanted one by one to experience transcending national borders through
the work, the connection of the person to the person, and being able the division of vigour even by small
existence each other, and it participated in this project.

This time, to look for the newspaper article voluntarily, and to make the message that remained in the
mind a cutout, time was spent. I think that being able opposite to symmetry when thinking whether an
effective expression can be done if it shows very deliberately was good. I would like to advance the

curriculum which will urge students' autonomy from now on.
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The Fire Fighting Team of Kanegafuchi Junior High School

JAPAN

Kanegafuchi Municipal Junior High School in Sumida ward in Tokyo
http://www6.ocn.ne.jp/~kanechu/

Akira Watabe

watabe@mvf.biglobe.ne.jp

We participate in a local disaster prevention drill

"The Fire Fighting Team of Kanegafuchi Junior High School" was set up in 2001 under the proposal of
community school council, as our school was located in a stronghold of disaster prevention in Sumida
ward. We borrow equipment for extinguishing, such as pumps and hoses from Mukojima Fire Station,
test ourselves under the guidance of firefighters, and participate in a local disaster prevention drill.
Most of the members join other club activities, too. There are 13 members in the team this year.
Awareness about disaster prevention in our school has been improved due to the existence of the team.
Our school was awarded a prize for its activities by Tokyo Metropolitan Government Board of Education
in 2002 and by the head of Sumida ward in 2004.
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Tenmonkagakukan is an astronomical
museum. We can see many stars through a
planetarium in the building even day time.
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li-Introduction NAMEDaiki Roi Schoolkinugawa JHS :2004/12/02(Thul 16:11  MNo.100

Hella My name is Daiki toi. Tam T4years oid Tam from Tarumi Ilive in Akashinow [am student. 1like Enelish but Idon't like math and
Jspanese. Istudy English and math svery day. ks tennis very much. Inill take part in this project. Imant many paopls ta tsach me many
things.

Re: Self-Introduction Shun SchoolKeimei Gakuin - 2004/12/04(5at) 11:24  No.102

hello. My name is Shun Hassgaws.Im 14ysars old1 live in Kobe I lke saccer vary much
Earthauage is very terrible. You take caer too

Re: Self-Introduction Yusaku Matsuo SchootKinugawa JHS - 2006/01/21(Fril 14:48 Ho 129

Mice to meet to

no title Kei Naito SchoolKinugawa JHS - 2005/01/21(Frid 14:57 Ma.131

Hice to meet you too

Re: Self-Introduction Yuusuke Kanda SchootKinugawa JHS - 2005/01/21(Frit 16:04 MHo.134

Mice meet you to too

Re: Selt-Introduction Daiki Itoi Schootkinugawa JHS - 2005/01/21 (Fri) 15:06 No.135

Thank you. Iscare the earthquake. What do wou think of the Sumatra coast earthquake though it iz a question?

(K1) HEfEDEXAL

This castle was rebuilt in 1999.
Because it was damaged severely by
the earthquake in 1995.

(K2) HUgkAEFT~TWEB~—
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Disaster Mitigation Study in Elective English Course:

Learning from the past and turning it to advantage in the future

JAPAN: Kinugawa Junior High School, Akashi

Masayuki Matsumoto

E-mail: kinu-jhs@edu.akashi.hyogo.jp

Participating Forum: All

(3rd-graders participated during Elective English course

and Period for Integrated Study)

1. Study Process

2004/09
l Discussion Forum
2005/02
2005/02  Fire drill, create a hazard map
2. Activities

2-1. Elective English course

l-Introduction NAME:Daiki Itoi Schoolkinugawa JHS :2004/12/02(Thu} 15:11  No.100

Hello My name is Daki ltoi Tam 14vears aid. Tam from Tarumi [live in Aksshinow. 1am student. [lke Enlish but Tdon't like math and
Japanese. I study Enelish and math every day. I like tennis very much. will take part in this project. [want many peaple ta teach me many
thines.

Re: Seli-Introduction Shun SchootKeimei Gakuin - 2004/12/0415at) 11:24 No.102

hello.My name is Shun Hassgawalm 14ysars old live in Kobe I lke soccer very much
Earthquage is very terrible You take caer too.

Re: Self-Introduction Yusaku Matsuo SchootKinugawa JHS - 2005/01/21(Fri) 14:48 MNo 129

Nice to meet to

no title Kei Naito SchookKinueawa JHS - 2005/01/21(FrD) 14:67 No.131

Nice to meet you too

Re: Self-Introduction Yuusuke Kanda SchootKinugawa JHS - 2005/01/21(Fri) 15:04 Mo 134

Nise mest you 10 too

Re: Seli-Introduction Daiki Itei Schoolkinugawa JHS - 2005/01/21(Frit 15:06 Mo.135

Thank you. Iscare the earthquake. What do you think of the Sumaira coast earthquake though i is a question?

(Figurel) Student ‘s Notes

The students participated in the NDYS project during Elective English course that is offered once a week,

6th period of Fridays. The Hanshin-Awaji earthquake, which occured ten years ago, caused extensive

damage to our school destrict. A lot of houses collapsed and people had to evacuate to refuges. Kinugawa JHS

also served as a refuge for the residents for three

months.

Having started from September, the students
learned about natural disaster prevention through
the discussion forum. In addition that, they received
a lecture from a teacher who had been working at
the school back since the earthquake in 1995. The
lecture was about what happend to the school and
how the school functioned at the time of the disaster.
Since the students, four years old back in 1995,
have some memories, they promoted their study by
looking back their experiences. For instance, they
carried a heavy bucket with full of water, because
the water supply dameged. The gus supply also
stopped for a month. Unfortunately, due to the

(0s ; i~ . s
Akashi castle

2
c

Tenmonkagakukan is an astronomical
museum. We can see many stars through a
planetarium in the building even day time.

This castle was rebuilt in 1999.

Because it was damaged severely by
the earthquake in 1995.

(Figure 2) The examination of Akashi Web site

language barrier, even though the students were eager to read the messages on the discussion forum written

by peers, they hesitated to share their own study and experiences. It took some time before they actually

began to write a message. They got motivated toward writing by looking at the WEB that senir students

created. Even with a simple text, it was impressive for them to get response from real audience.



2-2. Fire drill & Hazard map
On the day of January 17th, 10th memorial day from the earthquake, we had a fire drill in the school. We
checked the evacuation route and watched the video which describes the situations back in 1995. What we

learned the most was how powerful nature is and how menacing nature could be.

In each class, the students discussed about g

possible dangerous factors surrounding them
and developed a hazard map. Although it
looked safe in our daily life, we found a lot of
hidden dangers when we paid a special
attention. It was a good start for the disaster

mitigation education.

3. Further Study
Since the earthquake occured, the town
where our school locates has dramatically

changed. Modern apartments have taken the

place of wooden houses, and the town have 4@- =

had a large number of newcomers. Reflecting (Figure 3) Draw the hazard map
all the changes, it seems essential to

re-consider the importance of disaster mitigation and to develop a community where people support each
other. We are hoping that the students and the community members come to think about how to develop a

strong town against any kind of disasters.

There would be less students from now on who acutually experienced the earthquake. Therefore, it seems
important to keep accurate records of the disaster in order to provide meaningful disaster mitigation

education. It would be a good idea to digitalize useful resources in the school destrict.

4. Reflection

Although the dark side of the Internet has been spotted, we have found further possibilities of the Internet
through this project. There are some issues that need to be concerned, such as technical support for
computer use, language barrier, and lack of real-time communication. Moreover, it seemed meaningful to use

not only the Internet but also printed materials or stories in order to make the study deepen.





