NDYS in Action, Newsletter
Natural Disaster Youth Summit Monthly News
http://ndys.jearn.jp/

ndys@jearn.jp

Vol # 59
July 31, 2010
Topics

Climate Change and disaster reduction

Editor: Daniel Paz,
Salta, Argentina

Affected people in Pakistan complaint about slow
response.

Local residents in the devastated southwestern port town of
Gwadar, in Balochistan Province, are up in arms over what they say has
been a slow and ineffective response by authorities to Cylone Phet, which
struck Pakistan on 5-6 June.
“Conditions are miserable. There is no liquefied gas because
links with Karachi have been cut off and no electricity for five days so
household appliances and stoves have not worked,” Fyza Musakhan, a
local resident, said.
Trayectory is presented in this map.

Gwadar residents protested over the rising prices of foodstuffs and medicines as a result of shortages. “I went to
buy ‘atta’ [wheat flour] and some other items but could only buy half the amount I usually do because the prices have
gone up steeply. Shopkeepers say existing stocks were destroyed by the water,” Ali Ghaffar, 30, another local resident,
said.
According to the Pakistan Metrological Office, Gwadar and other coastal areas experienced some 370mm of
rainfall during the cyclone with waves washing in to coastal villages. Knee-high and waist-high water stands in parts of
the town and has flooded many homes. The scale of damage is still being assessed. The tehsils (administrative units) of
Pasni, Gwadar and Jiwani were the worst affected, according to local media reports.
“There have been some attempts to drain out water but because it is standing in the streets and in homes there
is a danger of disease spreading,” said Raees Khan, a doctor and health volunteer in Quetta, provincial capital of
Balochistan. “The first step is to rescue people and then provide relief,” Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani, Balochistan
Chief Minister, told the media in Gwadar.
Pakistan Navy spokesman Commander Salman Ali said supplies were “being taken to Gwadar by ship as there
are no road links” and that 1.8 tons of medicine had reached Gwadar on 8 June. “We are also trying to save damaged
boats and at least 60 to 70 of the 107 affected by the storm have been returned to shore,” he said, adding that “it will
take a week or more for things to normalize”.
Source: www.irinnews.org

Editor: Daniel Paz,
Salta, Argentina

Topics
Climate Change and disaster reduction
Adaptation from Copenhagen to Cancun.

The world will probably not crack a comprehensive climate change
treaty in Cancún, Mexico, in December 2010 but the forecast for a deal on
how to help countries adapt to erratic weather patterns is partly sunny.
That was the prediction by most aid agencies and analysts following
the adaptation track of the negotiations, but their forecasts came with the rider
that finance for the adaptation package would have to be agreed. So, from
Copenhagen to Bonn to Cancun, what is there to be hopeful about?

Adaptation and the time it takes is a
problem they must face and solve it.

"There was emerging consensus on several [adaptation] issues" at the high-level talks held under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Copenhagen in December 2009, said Sven Harmeling, senior
advisor of Germanwatch, a North-South watchdog initiative, and Sandeep Chamling Rai, adaptation policy coordinator of
the World Wide Fund (WWF) for Nature, in their paper, Adaptation from Copenhagen to Cancún.
Harmeling and Rai were upbeat because the Copenhagen adaptation text, as it stands, addresses some
important elements: the process has to be "country-driven", "gender-sensitive" and "participatory", and will target the
most vulnerable groups, communities and ecosystems. Developing countries and NGOs have long raised questions
about who decides which criteria allow countries to qualify for funds, who they ask to assess their adaptation needs, and
turn to for technical assistance.
Harmeling and Rai said the current structure was "too fragmented" because these questions were addressed
separately by different bodies and expert groups in the UNFCCC process. The adaptation text now includes three
proposed solutions: an Adaptation Committee, an Advisory Board and a Subsidiary Body for Adaptation.
Sarah Wiggins of Tearfund, a development NGO, said most NGOs supported an Adaptation Committee, which
would be a technical "rather than a political body to carry out key adaptation functions ... This could ensure a more
coherent way forward on adaptation in the UNFCCC discussions." WWF's Rai said countries were trying to "flesh out the
role and responsibilities of the adaptation committee" before they decided.
In the potholed road to agreement on climate change all countries acknowledge that adaptation is urgent, and
this was backed up by the promise of developed countries at the Copenhagen talks to provide US$30 billion over the
next three years to fast-track adaptation and mitigation efforts in developing countries.
The US is not party to the Kyoto Protocol - the treaty to reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions, administered
by the UNFCCC - and so cannot contribute to the Adaptation Fund set up under the Protocol.

"It is another matter that the money has yet to materialize, and we don't how it will be channelled," said Saleemul
Huq, head of the climate change group at the UK-based International Institute for Environment and International
Development. Harmeling and Rai also acknowledged that the promise of fast-track finance promised in Copenhagen, to
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be "allocated in a balanced manner between adaptation and mitigation" was "unprecedented and shows that adaptation
is – at least verbally – recognised as being crucially important".
They noted that "Near-term adaptation funding is very urgent, since impacts are already unfolding and the world
is already committed to significant climate change impacts from past emissions."
Huq said discussions following the adaptation track at the latest round of talks in Bonn, Germany, in June 2010,
"were held in a friendly atmosphere", and he was optimistic that an agreement on "short-term" adaptation was feasible in
Cancún, partly because the money for short-term adaptation was more likely to come through.
Developing countries had something to cheer about in Bonn: they have long wanted the UN rather than the
World Bank to handle adaptation funds, but the US has been reluctant to agree; now its stance has shifted. "All signals
suggest that the US, especially, has changed its tune and is now more willing to consider the possibility of management
and secretarial functions of a new climate fund," which would report to the UNFCCC, said Antonio Hill, climate policy
advisor to the development agency, Oxfam.
"This was definitely an issue where progress was seen in Bonn, and that can be built on to deliver something
worthwhile in Cancun - even if bigger issues around finance sources and scale still have to be decided later on," he
commented.
"More importantly, whatever new agreement is ultimately forged, it does need a new financial mechanism to
rationalize the large and growing spaghetti bowl of funds," said Hill.
The adaptation text also contains a proposal for setting up an insurance mechanism to help countries cope with
intense natural disasters, such as droughts and cyclones, and another for addressing loss and damage resulting from
climate change. WWF's Rai said talks on the insurance mechanism were "moving quite okay" and Switzerland had
organized a side event in Bonn to discuss this with other countries.
Compensation was trickier. Hill said any language linking climate change with loss and damage could imply an
"admission of liability [on the part of the developed countries] for an unspecified and potentially unlimited set of losses".
A recommendation was made in Bonn to extend the Nairobi Work Programme - set up in 2005 under the
UNFCCC in the talks on the scientific track of negotiations, for a five-year period - to help developing countries
understand and assess the impact of climate change, and help them adapt. "We support having such a body [Nairobi
Work Programme] to look at the practical out workings of adaptation. It helps to address the gap in understanding
between the scientists, and the communities in developing countries who are already being hit hard by climate change,"
said Tearfund's Wiggins, agreeing to the extension.
As usual, the entire adaptation package hinges on money. Developing countries and humanitarian aid agencies
welcomed the short-term funding of $30 billion, with a long-term $100 billion a year by 2020, pledged in Copenhagen,
but there has not been any clarity on how funding will be disbursed.
"The EU has announced that it would provide $7.6 billion of the short-term funding for the first year, but we don't
know whether the money is new, and additional to the funds being provided as official assistance to developing
countries," Huq pointed out. He and two other academics have called for a UN-based system to define baselines for
counting funds and monitoring pledges and payments.
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""This text will only be meaningful if the finance starts to flow in terms of fast-start finance and long-term
finance, and both the sources and governance of long-term finance are agreed, so that new and additional
predictable finance flows to the poorest and most vulnerable countries to enable them to adapt," said Tearfund's
Wiggins.
Hill suggested that developing countries "Put in place national-level mechanisms ... to assess vulnerability,
[and] manage and deliver resources ... to prevent the worst impact of growing climate hazards," because getting
more money for adaptation and disaster risk reduction will "hinge on countries being able to demonstrate that
resources will be used wisely."

Source: www.irinnews.org

Comments: It is exciting to read about the discussion between countries
about contributions, responsibilities, management, etc. I expect the best from this.
It is true that this is a beginning, but a good one because it implies work as a
family. I personally believe that management of funds and volunteers can be
successfully led by the experts we rely on.
Hope all this hard work will lead us to a harmonic and successful process.
It is on our own count.

“Communication saves lives!”
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